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Circle worker  
helped me with 
my anger and to 

understand  what 
addiction was.

(Girl, aged 13)

“

“



Introduction
Circle is a Scottish charity working at the heart of 
communities across central Scotland. 

Our aim is to support children and families suffering 
the effects of disadvantage and to improve their lives, 
promote their healthy development and help them to 
reach their potential. 

We do this by working with the whole family, enabling 
them to draw on their strengths to take control of their 
lives. We aim to enhance the dignity and self-respect 
of all those who use our services.  We strive to work in 
partnership with other organisations to deliver supportive 
services that invest in families, and promote the best 
possible start in life for children ensuring that they reach 
key developmental and educational milestones. 

Despite a challenging environment in the past year, Circle 
has managed to grow the number of projects we deliver 
and widen the geographical reach of our whole family 

work. We have established a new family support service in 
Stirling and Clackmannanshire, were invited to take part in 
a partnership working with children affected by domestic 
violence in South Lanarkshire and have expanded the 
work of our early years services in Edinburgh.

This work would not be possible without the generous 
support of our donors, funders, partners and the 
dedication and expertise of our staff. We would like to 
thank you all for your continued support that will allow us 
to keep delivering services to children and their families in 
the future.

Best wishes

Mark Kennedy   Grant Sugden
Chief Executive   Chair

Our vision
For all children to be safe, happy, healthy and 
nurtured within a stable family environment,  
which supports them to achieve their potential.

Our purpose
To improve the lives of children by  
strengthening families.

In 2018-19 Circle supported 570 families made up of:

827 children 12 kinship carers

636 parents 15 young people



“  
The support you have given me and 
the kids has been completely life 
changing… you have helped us build 
a life together and now we are all 
thriving.” (Mother)

“  
Circle’s Family Outreach Worker  
uses a strengths-based approach 
and is focussed on what the family 
can do and empowers them to 
sustain changes.” (Social Worker)

Circle improves the lives of children  
by strengthening families
We work with:

•   Families with children affected by parental drug  
and alcohol use

•   Families with children affected by parental  
imprisonment

•  Families with children at risk of school exclusion

•   Families with very young children who need  
additional support

•  Fathers in their role as parents

•  Young people affected by substance use

Circle is a learning organisation and through our Practice Learning &  
Development, we provided 14 placements to Social Work students during 2018-19.

2018-2019 outcomes
Our outcomes use the SHANARRI indicators, in line with Getting it right for every child (GIRFEC).

Percentage of families for whom the outcome 
was relevant who made positive change
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The year in numbers

Thank you
It is only with the fantastic support of individuals, companies, organisations and charitable trusts that we are able to 
offer our wide range of services.

Our thanks go to everyone who supported us during 2018-19 including:

• Big Lottery • The City of Edinburgh Council • Caledonia Youth • Cattanach Trust • Corra Foundation  
• The Dulverton Trust • The Henry Smith Charity • The Robertson Trust • The Scottish Government
• The Volant Trust • West Lothian Council

We are also extremely grateful to other organisations, trusts and individuals not listed above who also donated  
very generously.

   Donations, Corporates and 
Events £94,800

   Trusts, Grants and 
Foundations £648,593

   Investments £3,127

    Public Sector  
Contracts £750,500

    Practice Learning  
(Student Placements) £22,008

   Charitable activities 
£1,366,121

  Core Costs £167,445

   Raising funds  
£46,547

Income  
2018-2019

Expenditure 
2018-2019

Circle Head Office 18 West Pilton Park, Edinburgh EH4 4EJ

T  0131 552 0305   E info@circle.scot   W www.circle.scot

Total:  £1,519,028

Total:  £1,580,113

of families felt 
that Circle was 
EXCELLENT in 
helping them  

reduce the impact  
of substance use

of families rated  
the support they  

received from Circle  
to improve their 

financial situation 
as either GOOD or 

EXCELLENT

of parents felt 
that Circle were 
EXCELLENT in  

helping them get  
care of or contact  

with their child(ren)

of families felt that 
the support they 

received from Circle 
to understand their 

child(ren)’s needs  
was EXCELLENT

of families would 
recommend Circle to 

other families

78% 100% 86% 83% 100%


